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SUBJECT: CONSULTATIONS WITH THE SOVIETS ON THE MIDDLE EAST 

REF: MOSCOW 17396 

1 . DURING DEC. 1 CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFFS ON KHADDAM'S VISIT TO 
MOSCOW SYRIAN DCM SAID HE HAD HEARD THAT ATHERTON WOULD ARRIVE 
MOSCOW DEC. 5 FOR CONSULTATIONS ON MIDDLE EAST. NOTING WASHINGTON 
ANNOUNCEMENT THAT ATHERTON WOULD ATTEND DEC. 3 CAIRO MEETING OUR 
SOURCE THEN ASKED WHETHER YOU WOULD COME TO MOSCOW INSTEAD. BEING 
UNINFORMED. EMBOFFS WERE NON-COMMITTAL. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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2. OBVIOUSLY SOVIETS INFORMED KHADDAM DURING HIS TALK WITH BREZHNEV 
OF OUR EARLIER PROPOSAL RE ATHERTON VISIT. BY NOW SYRIANS MAY HAVE 
AN UPDATE. WITH SYRIANS INFORMED CHANCES OF KEEPING PUBLICITY LID 
ON YOUR VISIT ARE MINIMAL. TOON UNQTE VANCE 
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